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1996—Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 104–205 added subsec. (m). 

ABOLITION OF INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION AND 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Interstate Commerce Commission abolished and func-

tions of Commission transferred, except as otherwise 

provided in Pub. L. 104–88, to Surface Transportation 

Board effective Jan. 1, 1996, by section 702 of this title, 

and section 101 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a note under 

section 701 of this title. References to Interstate Com-

merce Commission deemed to refer to Surface Trans-

portation Board, a member or employee of the Board, 

or Secretary of Transportation, as appropriate, see sec-

tion 205 of Pub. L. 104–88, set out as a note under sec-

tion 701 of this title. 

NORTHEAST CORRIDOR STATE-OF-GOOD-REPAIR PLAN 

Pub. L. 110–432, div. B, title II, § 211, Oct. 16, 2008, 122 

Stat. 4920, provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Within 6 months after the date of 

enactment of this Act [Oct. 16, 2008], Amtrak, in con-

sultation with the Secretary [of Transportation] and 

the States (including the District of Columbia) that 

make up the Northeast Corridor (as defined in section 

24102 of title 49, United States Code), shall prepare a 

capital spending plan for capital projects required to 

return the railroad right-of-way (including track, sig-

nals, and auxiliary structures), facilities, stations, and 

equipment, of the Northeast Corridor main line to a 

state-of-good-repair by the end of fiscal year 2018, con-

sistent with the funding levels authorized in this divi-

sion [see Short Title of 2008 Amendment note set out 

under section 20101 of this title], and shall submit the 

plan to the Secretary. 
‘‘(b) REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY THE SECRETARY.— 

‘‘(1) 60-DAY APPROVAL PROCESS.—The Secretary shall 

complete the review of the capital spending plan and 

approve or disapprove the plan within 60 days after 

the date on which Amtrak submits the plan. During 

review, the Secretary may seek comments from the 

Commission established under section 24905 of title 

49, United States Code, and other Northeast Corridor 

users regarding the plan. If the Secretary disapproves 

the plan or determines that the plan is incomplete or 

deficient, the Secretary shall include the reason for 

disapproval or the incomplete items or deficiencies in 

a notice to Amtrak. 
‘‘(2) 15-DAY MODIFICATION PERIOD.—Within 15 days 

after receiving notification from the Secretary under 

paragraph (1), Amtrak shall submit a modified plan 

for the Secretary’s review. 
‘‘(3) REVISED REQUESTS.—Within 15 days after re-

ceiving a modified plan from Amtrak, the Secretary 

shall either approve the modified plan, or, if the Sec-

retary finds that the plan is still incomplete or defi-

cient, the Secretary shall identify in writing to the 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 

the House of Representatives and the Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-

ate the remaining deficiencies and recommend a 

process for resolving the outstanding portions of the 

plan. 
‘‘(c) PLAN UPDATES.—The plan shall be updated at 

least annually and the Secretary shall review and ap-

prove such updates, in accordance with the procedures 

described in subsection (b). 
‘‘(d) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall make grants to 

Amtrak with funds authorized by section 101(c) [122 

Stat. 4908] for Northeast Corridor capital investments 

contained within the capital spending plan prepared by 

Amtrak and approved by the Secretary. 
‘‘(e) OVERSIGHT.—Using the funds authorized by sec-

tion 101(d) [122 Stat. 4908], the Secretary shall review 

Amtrak’s capital expenditures funded by this section to 

ensure that such expenditures are consistent with the 

capital spending plan and that Amtrak is providing 

adequate project management oversight and fiscal con-

trols. 
‘‘(f) ELIGIBILITY OF EXPENDITURES.—The Federal share 

of expenditures for capital improvements under this 

section may not exceed 100 percent.’’ 

[§ 24903. Repealed. Pub. L. 105–134, title IV, 
§ 405(a), Dec. 2, 1997, 111 Stat. 2586] 

Section, Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 

933; Pub. L. 104–287, § 5(48), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3393, 

related to program master plan for Boston-New York 

main line. 

§ 24904. General authority 

(a) GENERAL.—To carry out this chapter and 
the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 
U.S.C. 701 et seq.), Amtrak may— 

(1) acquire, maintain, and dispose of any in-
terest in property used to provide improved 
high-speed rail transportation under section 
24902 of this title; 

(2) acquire, by condemnation or otherwise, 
any interest in real property that Amtrak con-
siders necessary to carry out the goals of sec-
tion 24902; 

(3) provide for rail freight, intercity rail pas-
senger, and commuter rail passenger transpor-
tation over property acquired under this sec-
tion; 

(4) improve rail rights of way between Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, and the District of Colum-
bia (including the route through Springfield, 
Massachusetts, and routes to Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, and Albany, New York, from 
the Northeast Corridor main line) to achieve 
the goals of section 24902 of providing im-
proved high-speed rail passenger transpor-
tation between Boston, Massachusetts, and 
the District of Columbia, and intermediate 
intercity markets; 

(5) acquire, build, improve, and install pas-
senger stations, communications and electric 
power facilities and equipment, public and pri-
vate highway and pedestrian crossings, and 
other facilities and equipment necessary to 
provide improved high-speed rail passenger 
transportation over rights of way improved 
under clause (4) of this subsection; 

(6) make agreements with other carriers and 
commuter authorities to grant, acquire, or 
make arrangements for rail freight or com-
muter rail passenger transportation over, 
rights of way and facilities acquired under the 
Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 1973 (45 
U.S.C. 701 et seq.) and the Railroad Revitaliza-
tion and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 (45 
U.S.C. 801 et seq.); and 

(7) appoint a general manager of the North-
east Corridor improvement program. 

(b) COMPENSATORY AGREEMENTS.—Rail freight 
and commuter rail passenger transportation 
provided under subsection (a)(3) of this section 
shall be provided under compensatory agree-
ments with the responsible carriers. 

(c) COMPENSATION FOR TRANSPORTATION OVER 
CERTAIN RIGHTS OF WAY AND FACILITIES.—(1) An 
agreement under subsection (a)(6) of this section 
shall provide for reasonable reimbursement of 
costs but may not cross-subsidize intercity rail 
passenger, commuter rail passenger, and rail 
freight transportation. 

(2) If the parties do not agree, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission shall order that the 
transportation continue over facilities acquired 
under the Regional Rail Reorganization Act of 
1973 (45 U.S.C. 701 et seq.) and the Railroad Revi-
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